
 

TRAIL DESCRIPTION  
For more trail information contact:  

 Kootenai National Forest 

Libby Ranger District   406-293-7773 

 

Standard Creek #116  

5.0 Miles 

 

  
 

Recommended Season  

   Summer    Fall 

 

ACCESS: From Libby, travel 26 miles south 

on US Highway 2.  Turn right on to the West 

Fisher Road #231 and continue for 7 miles to 

the junction of the 6745 Road on the left.  

Follow the 6745 Road for 1.5 miles to the end 

of the open road.  Trail starts on the old closed 

road on the north side of the creek.   

 

FACILITIES: None.  There is no turnaround 

for trailers at the trailhead, so horse users will 

need to park at the junction of the 231 and 

6745 roads and add another 1. 5 miles to their 

ride.  

 

SETTING:  The first 3 miles are in a closed 

forest setting.  The upper 2 miles climb along 

a small spur ridge and undulate between 

closed and open forest with brush fields to 

rocky openings.  

 

OPPORTUNITIES:  Hiking, viewing 

scenery, huckleberry picking, horseback 

riding, and hunting. 

 

ATTRACTIONS & CONSIDERATIONS:  

The end of the trail provides spectacular 

views of Upper Libby Creek, Elephant Peak, 

Twin Peaks, and the south Cabinet Mountain 

Wilderness. 

 

An additional attraction of this trail is the 

historic mining that occurred in Standard 

Creek and Great Northern Mountain.  Many 

of the mining claims were developed in the 

1890’s, with several claims in the head end of 

Standard Creek. The Standard Creek Road 

was likely constructed over an old mining trail 

in the 1890’s to early 1900’s. The first maps 

that showed the upper Standard Creek Trail 

were in  the early 1930’s but it is likely the  

 

trail was developed in the early 1900’s, 

although it did not show up on the 1905/1906 

Libby and West Fisher Mining District maps. 

Evidence of mining activity can still be seen on 

the landscape.  

 

TRAIL INFORMATION:  The trail is on the 

old Standard Creek Road for the first 2.5 miles, 

with the first mile in the bottom with a gentle 

grade and nice tread.  The road starts climbing 

for another 1.5 miles and trail becomes much 

rockier and washed.  The last 2 miles transition 

to a steeper climbing trail with numerous 

switchbacks and 1700 feet in elevation to the 

summit.  There is water at the end of the trail 

where it crosses the draw. You can bushwhack 

to the top of Great Northern Mountain from the 

summit.  

 

ELEVATION:  Beginning at 3500’ at the 

Standard Creek Road, and ending at 6500’ at 

Great Northern Mountain Summit  

 

USE:  Moderate 

DIFFCULTY: Moderate/Difficult 

MAINTENANCE: Periodically. Current Status 

-  www.fs.usda.gov/activity/kootenai/recreation/hiking 
 

MAPS: Forest Map, District Travel Map 

CLOSURES: All motorized use 

 

 
Great Northern Mountain (photo by Tim Auer)  

 

Prepared by Cabinet Back Country Horsemen 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/kootenai/recreation/hiking


!F!F!F

!F

!F

!F

!F

!F!F

!F

!F

!F

!F

!F

Standard Creek #116

Rock Lake #935

Mill/Ozette #302

L
ib

b
y
 D

iv
id

e
 #

7
1
6

Fourth of July #115

Li
bby 

C
re

ek
 #

11
9

H
ow

ard Lake #823

Lib
by C

re
ek #

11
9

23
1

6746

2332
23

16

4780

4724
4779

67
48

6745
5323

47
73

23 1

6

7

4

5

15

20

34

1417

22 23

16

21

13

3635

24

2728 26

31

30

25

19

33

8

18

29

8 9

20

29

32

17

11 1210

10 11 12

18

7

19

9

30

32

32

19

5

115�40’0"W

115�39’30"W

115�39’0"W

115�38’30"W

115�38’0"W

115�37’30"W

115�37’0"W

115�36’30"W

115�36’0"W

115�35’30"W

115�35’0"W

115�34’30"W

115�34’0"W

115�33’30"W

115�33’0"W

115�32’30"W

115�32’0"W

115�31’30"W

115�31’0"W

115�30’30"W

115�30’0"W

115�29’30"W

48�2’0"N

48�2’0"N

48�2’30"N

48�2’30"N

48�3’0"N

48�3’0"N

48�3’30"N

48�3’30"N

48�4’0"N

48�4’0"N

48�4’30"N

48�4’30"N

48�5’0"N

48�5’0"N

48�5’30"N

48�5’30"N

48�6’0"N

48�6’0"N

48�6’30"N

Legend
!F Trailhead

Trail

Major Roads

FS Yearlong Open Roads

FS Seasonally Open Roads

Other Roads

Libby District Boundary

0 0.3 0.6 0.9 1.20.15
Miles

Howard Lake #823, Libby Cr. 119, Standard Cr. #116, Gloria Mine #301, Wayup Mine #815

Map Created with TOPO!@2003 National Graphic (www.nationalgraphic.com/topo) *Refer to Libby Ranger District Travel  map for current road restrictions.

G
re

a
t  

N
o

rt
h

e
rn

 M
tn

. 
#
11

7

Wayup Mine #815

G
loria M

in
e #301

Bra

m
le

t 
C

r.
 #

65
8


