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  Ignite the Nites Car Show Held in August
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      Block 400 Grand Opening Party A 406/Block 400 Grand Opening Party was held on the 400 block of Mineral Avenue on Saturday, April 6. Three new businesses on the block celebrated their grand openings: Red, White & Brews; 1st Ascent Climbing & Fitness and Jason Schikora Photography. Other businesses on the block joined the celebration, including Scheer Bros. Hobbies and Libby Gym. Activities included live music, face painting, bench pressing, photography, the National Guard climbing wall, remote control car obstacles, blood pressure checks by the Lincoln County Health Department, a poker crawl and a cornhole tournament. Other organizations were on hand as well. It was a day of fun and activities for the entire family and an event to welcome the new businesses in Libby. Find more photos (28) here.
 Photo by Maggie Craig.
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April 11-14: Rock River Rendezvous: 
At Fawn Creek Campground.  More info here on Facebook.
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April 20: Logger Baseball Kids' Camp: 
For softball and baseball players ages 4 to 12. Drills and instruction from Logger players and coaches.  Free t-shirt!  Register here.
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April 26: John Roberts y Pan Blanco: 
An ensemble of energetic musicians with vocals in Spanish, English and Portuguese at the Memorial Center at 7:00 p.m. More info: www.johnroberts.net. 
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April 26-28: Eureka Rendezvous Days: 
Parade, fun run, black powder shoot, car show, mud bog, vendors and more.  More info here.
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May 2: Farmers Market at Libby Opening Day: 
Thursdays at the Chamber parking lot from 3:00 to 6:30 p.m.
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May 3-5: Libby Loggers Wood Bat Classic: 
At Lee Gehring Field.  Logger Baseball schedule here.
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May 4: CPMC Health Fair: 
At the Memorial Center from 9:30 a.m.to noon.
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May 11: Yaak Wings Benefit: 
At the Yaak River Tavern and Mercantile. Find more info at yaakwings on Facebook.
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May 18: Heritage Museum Opening Day: 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Visit the outside exhibits and new, updated inside exhibits along with guest speakers, local vendors and crafters and food at the cookhouse.  More info: LibbyHeritageMuseum on Facebook.
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May 18: Eagle Valley Amish Auction: 
 Auction starts at 9:00 a.m. across from Libby airport. More info here.
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May 18: Pike Derby: 
At Happy's Inn.  More info: Happy's Inn on Facebook.
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June 8: Wings Motorcycle Poker Fun Run: 
Benefits Wings regional cancer support group. More info here on Facebook.
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June 8: West Kootenai Amish Auction: 
More info here on Facebook. Auction benefits the Amish School. 
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July 13: Playing for Fundsies: 
At Cabinet View Golf Club to benefit Cabinet Peaks Medical Center.  More info here on Facebook.
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July 20: Happy's Inn Car Show: 
Lincoln County vs. Flathead County car show at Happy's Inn from noon to 3:00 p.m.  More info here on Facebook.
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July 26-27: Kootenai River Stampede: 
PRCA rodeo at J. Neils Memorial Park.  More info here on Facebook.
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August 2-4: Hot August Showdown: 
Remote control racing at Cabinet Mountain RC Raceway. More info here on Facebook
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August 15-17: Ignite the Nites: 
Igniters Car Club car show, cruise and burnout contest.  More info here.
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Sunburst Performing Arts programs

February 15, 2024: Rebecca Folsom Ensemble The fourth Sunburst Performing Arts Concert this season! You might have experienced Rebecca as this is her third time to perform in Eureka. This time she is traveling with three other awesome musicians to showcase her newest CD, "Sanctuary". 7pm at the Lincoln County High School auditorium, tickets available at the door or use your season pass.

March 12, 2024: Cascade Quartet A Montana ensemble that offers top quality music and a great show. This four-piece group brings us a mixture of classical, world and pop – all performed exceptionally well. We know Cascade Quartet will make a great finale for our Silver Anniversary season of Sunburst’s Performing Arts Series. 7pm at LCHS auditorium.

April 6-7, 2024: Teens musical "The Guy Who Didn't Like Musicals" If you caught any of the last musicals these young people put on, you know they ROCK!  If you haven't made it yet, here is a chance to see amazing acting, singing, choreography and special effects - all done by local teens.  April 6 Saturday show 7pm, April 7 Sunday show 3pm. Tickets at the door.




[bookmark: homenews.txt-item2]
[bookmark: libbyrealestate]Libby Real Estate news (posted 1/28/2024)

Guest article by Alice Hayes/Team Hayes Realtors

How was the Market in 2023? 
Alice Hayes, Team Hayes Realtors

1/1/2023 - 12/31/2023 Real Estate figures were: 
153 Residential SALES: 115 Libby; 36 Troy; 2 Yaak 
86 Land SALES: 44 Libby; 35 Troy; 7 Yaak 
11 Commercial/Multi-Family SALES: 11 Libby 

12 Residential PENDING: 9 Libby; 3 Troy 
7 Land PENDING: 5 Libby; 2 Troy 3 
Commercial/Multi-Family PENDING: 2 Libby; 1 Troy 

90 Residential ACTIVES: 60 Libby; 26 Troy; 4 Yaak 
120 Land ACTIVES: 77 in Libby; 37 in Troy; 6 in Yaak 
14 Comm/Multi-Fam ACTIVES: 8 Libby; 6 Troy 

2023 was an interesting year in the real estate market. Inventory of listings remained low and interest rates remained high. Listings were slowly added throughout the year, but choices remained rather limited. When you added both increasing interest rates and increasing listing prices…you saw a rather slow selling season. There is currently a ‘lull’ in the climbing interest rates, and buyers are looking forward to the potential of getting into the home of their choice, and sellers are looking forward to an easier selling process of their current real estate holdings. 
Interest rates are coming down! Now could be a great time to purchase. 
As of 12/31/2023 - Conforming & FHA Loans: Per Glacier Bk. 
30-Year Fixed: 
6.5% Strong Buyer w/Good Credit & 20% Down 
15-Year Fixed: 
5.85% Strong Buyer w/Good Credit & 20% Down

TEAM HAYES REALTORS LLC
Contact us for more information:
OFFICE #: 406-293-2725
Alice: 406-293-8364, alice@alicehayes.com
Jim: 406-293-1926,  jim@alicehayes.com
www.teamhayesrealtors.com
417 Mineral Ave Ste 1 in the Mineral Plaza, Libby, Montana
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Reservations required May 24 through September 8, 2024
National Park Service

Glacier National Park reminds visitors that advance vehicle reservations become available on Recreation.gov starting January 25, 2024 at 8 a.m. Mountain Time.    
 
Vehicle reservations will be available on Recreation.gov through two types of booking windows; A portion of vehicle reservations will be available 120 days or approximately four months in advance on a daily rolling basis, beginning January 25 at 8 a.m. Mountain Time. Next day vehicle reservations will be available at 7 p.m. Mountain Time for next-day entry, starting May 23, 2024 on a daily rolling basis.  
 
Going-to-the-Sun Road 
New in 2024, Apgar Village will be accessible to visitors without a reservation. This includes Apgar Visitor Center and the free park shuttle. Lodging, camping (including front country developed campgrounds and wilderness camping permits), transportation, or commercial activity reservations originating in Apgar will no longer provide access beyond the Apgar reservation checkpoint just past the Apgar Campground turn off. A full list of which commercial lodging, and camping reservations providing access beyond Apgar can be found on the park website: https://www.nps.gov/glac/planyourvisit/vehicle-reservations.htm.  
  
Vehicle reservations are required for east-bound traffic on Going-to-the-Sun Road past the reservation checkpoint May 24 through September 8, 2024, from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. New in 2024, reservations for Going-to-the-Sun Road are good for one day only.  
  
Visitors without reservations will be detoured at the checkpoint and routed back through Apgar Village. The village is expected to experience heavy traffic and parking will be in high demand.  
 
Also new in 2024, visitors will be able to access Going-to-the-Sun Road from the east side beyond Rising Sun without a vehicle reservation. Visitors will also have access to the St. Mary Visitor Center and shuttle stop on the east side of Glacier National Park, as in 2023. 
   
North Fork   
Vehicle reservations are required for the North Fork area May 24 through September 8, 2024 from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reservations are good for one day.  
  
Many Glacier Valley  
Reservations are needed for Many Glacier starting July 1 through September 8, 2024 from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. Advanced reservations for Many Glacier will be available beginning March 3, 2024, at 8 a.m. These will be released 120 days or approximately four months in advance on a daily rolling basis at 8 a.m. Mountain Time. Next day vehicle reservations will be available at 7 p.m. Mountain Time for next-day entry, starting on May 23 on a daily rolling basis. Reservations for Many Glacier are good for one day.  
  
Booking A Reservation
Each of the specified areas of the park will require a separate reservation. Vehicle reservations will be available on https://www.recreation.gov/, or the Recreation.gov mobile app. Visitors will need to set up an account on Recreation.gov to obtain reservations and are encouraged to do so prior to the day reservations open. The cost associated with booking a reservation is a $2 Recreation.gov processing fee.  
  
Visitors may also make a reservation through the Recreation.gov call center. Contacting the call center does not provide an advantage towards securing a reservation but provides an alternative for those who don’t have access to the internet or are not as familiar with technology. Call centers are open every day from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mountain Time and the processing fee remains $2. The following lines are available for callers:   
  
•	Reservation line (Toll-Free) - (877) 444-6777  
•	Reservation line (International) - (606) 515-6777  
•	Reservation line (TDD) - (877) 833-6777   
 
During May and June, it is likely only a portion of Going-to-the-Sun Road will be open. Check the park website for road status or sign up for text alerts. 
  
Entrance Pass
In addition to a vehicle reservation, each vehicle entering the park is required to have an entrance pass for any entry point into the park. These passes could include any of the following: a $35 vehicle entrance pass, good for seven days; a valid Interagency Annual/Lifetime Pass; or a Glacier National Park Annual Pass. A vehicle reservation does not include an entrance pass, and the park entrance pass does not serve as a vehicle reservation.   
  
Like previous years, visitors with lodging, camping, transportation, or commercial activity reservations within the specified reservation areas can use proof of their reservation for entry instead of a Recreation.gov reservation to gain access to the portion of the park for which they have a reservation.  
 
Pursuant to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, vehicle reservations are not required for tribal members throughout the park.   
   
Visitors are encouraged to plan their visit outside of peak hours (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.). As in past years, entry may be temporarily restricted in areas of the park that don’t require reservations, such as Two Medicine, if they become too congested for visitor safety and resource protection. Visitors with service reservations (e.g., boat tours, lodging, horseback ride, guided hikes) in these areas will be permitted entry during temporary restrictions.     

Parking at Logan Pass, Apgar Village, and other areas may be congested or temporarily unavailable. Visitors are encouraged to take advantage of free shuttles for hiker access to Logan Pass although waits for shuttles may be long depending on the time and location. Visitors are encouraged to check the park website frequently for updates and additional information.     
  
For more information visit the Glacier National Park website: 
https://www.nps.gov/glac/index.htm




 
Libby 
lies in the northwest corner of Montana and is nestled in a valley carved by the 
Kootenai River on the flank of the majestic Cabinet Mountain Range and Wilderness 
Area. Today 
about 2,800 people live within Libby proper. The main industries are lumber and 
wood products, mining, tourism and recreation. The movies "The River Wild" and 
"Always" were filmed here. Contact the Libby 
Chamber of Commerce for brochures, info on lodging and events, general area 
information, and contact information for local businesses and services. 

[bookmark: summer]SUMMER 

      When the weather warms and the mountain
      snows melt away, the Kootenai National Forest comes alive with over 2.2
      million acres of public land as a playground. Mountain trails and lakes
      open up, beautiful wildflowers come in bloom, and wildlife have their young.
      Libby is the basecamp for the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness Area, 90-mile
      long Lake Koocanusa, the Northwest Peaks Scenic Area, and the Ten Lakes
      Scenic Area. There is good access to most of the Forest and plenty of room
      to get away from it all!

	Blue
          ribbon fishing in the Kootenai
          River
	Cabinet
          Wilderness Area hiking and exploring
	90-mile
      long Lake Koocanusa Reservoir
	 Camping in
          dispersed and developed campgrounds
	 Miles
          of hiking, backpacking & mountain biking trails
	2.2
      million acres to play on the Kootenai
      National Forest
	 Boating
          on the Kootenai, Lake Koocanusa, and numerous area
          lakes
	 Golfing at
          Cabinet View Country Club Golf Course


WINTER 
    
 
    Winter in Montana means snow, and lots 
of it! For those who love to play in the deep powder, the Libby area offers tremendous 
winter fun. Turner Mountain Ski Area, located 
just 22 miles from Libby, offers challenging downhill skiing with a beautiful 
view. Their slogan is "steep, deep and cheap", and Turner definitely 
lives up to that. It's still fairly undiscovered, so you can escape the crowds 
and get the cheapest lift tickets around. For those who love snowmobiling, 
there are hundreds of miles of backcountry roads to sled on in the Kootenai National 
Forest. Cross-country skiers and ice fishermen also can find solitude on a lake 
and miles of quiet forest trails to enjoy the outdoors. Those who are a bit on 
the wild and crazy side will love the antics of the Libby Polar Bear Club.
Members take winter-time "swims" in frigid Libby Creek every Sunday
from October to April. Plungers have ranged in age from 3 to 61. As long as the
ice can be broken on the creek, if it has formed, the group will take their plunge,
no matter the temperature. 
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These people must be 
craaaazzzzzy!
 Libby 
Polar Bear Club
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 For 
more visitor information, please contact the 
 
Libby 
Chamber of Commerce

www.libbychamber.org
 406-293-4167
 
E-mail: libbyacc@libbychamber.org
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LibbyMT.com is designed and maintained by Wind River Web Services LLC. Photos
        by LibbyMT.com unless otherwise credited. Staff Photographer/Reporter
        is Maggie Craig. 
Webmaster for
this  site is Dawn Ballou. LibbyMT.com
is a web  site designed to provide visitor information about the Libby, Montana
and the  Lincoln County, northwest Montana area. Our staff is small, but we try
to cover as many local events as we can. We welcome photo and story contributions.
 We work with local community
entities to provide the information on this web site. We make every effort to
ensure the accuracy of the content of this site, however errors may occur. Please
contact us for more information or if you find any broken links on our site.
We are
members of the Libby Chamber of Commerce. We
welcome your comments and suggestions about the content on this web site. Content
 and photos are copyright 2022, all rights reserved, and may not be reprinted,
 reproduced, or reused in printed form or electronic media (ie. other web sites
 or photos on CDs) without first obtaining permission. If you wish to use photos
 or reprint articles from our site, please contact us by e-mail or phone. Higher
 resolution versions of photos are available. Usually there is no charge for
non-commercial  and not-for-profit organization uses. Thank you for visiting
Libby 
Montana on the Web!
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